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Shaping the future of equitable and 
sustainable planetary health

Grappling with a rapidly changing planet and deteriorating climate 

Given the rise in extreme weather events across the globe and the resulting loss of 
thousands of lives, we need to take urgent action to deal with the extensive damage 
that humans have caused. 

We need to acknowledge that our health is inextricably linked to the health of the 
planet.

As KIT, our aim at ECTMIH 2023, is to contribute our knowledge and expertise to 
improve the understanding, and appreciate the connections between tropical 
medicine, global health, and the urgent field of planetary health.

We will host eleven sessions, give nineteen presentations and even host a post-
conference Power of Knowledge (PoK) panel discussion at our historical building in 
Amsterdam. 

We hope our contributions will form the building blocks on which, together, we can 
build on global health traditions to emphasise the importance of health equity and 
universal health coverage to ensure that all populations – especially those in low(er) 
resource settings – have optimal opportunities for good health and wellbeing. 



The very first ECTMIH Academy will take place on Sunday 19 November, right before 
the ECTMIH 2023 Congress starts, and will take place at the Social Impact Factory 
situated across from the main Congress venue, and other venues within Utrecht.

The programme is designed to refresh and hone your academic, professional and 
creative skills. KIT will host two sessions at the Academy.

ECTMIH Academy
Sunday 19th of November

Bridging research integrity and fairness in global health epidemiology

Innovative youth-participatory research approaches in SRHR

Session

Session

Where: Social Impact - Tokyo

Where: Social Impact - Sydney

8:30

15:30

Sandra Alba
s.alba@kit.nl

Ingrid Zuleta
i.zuleta@kit.nl

Mahdi Abdelwahab
m.abdelwahab@kit.nl

Hannah Kabelka
h.kabelka@kit.nl

Marielle Le Mat
m.l.mat@kit.nl



KIT and Share-net's programme*
Tuesday 21st of November

How to scale up novel health interventions? An emerging field

Infertility: The untold story and still neglected issue for men and 
women 

The political economy of the financing and policy implementation 
of sexual and reproductive health and rights in East and Southern 
Africa: A multilevel study

Using spatial analysis of routine data through MATCH and AccessMod 
to inform subnational TB programme planning in Lesotho

Using private TB sector sales data to refine subnational burden 
estimates in Pakistan

e-poster

e-poster

e-poster

Session

Session

Where: Screen 2

Where: Screen 5

Where: Screen 5

Where: Tivoli - Club Nine

Where: Tivoli - Pandora 

10:30

10:30

12:15

12:15

12:15

Mirjam Bakker
m.bakker@kit.nl

External: Beatrice Kirubi, Egbert Sondorp, Aniek Woodward, Susan Bulthuis

Elly Leemhuis - Share-Net Netherlands

Harry Coleman
h.coleman@kit.nl

Margo van Gurp
m.v.gurp@kit.nl

Christina Mergenthaler
c.mergenthaler@kit.nl



Tuesday 21st of November

Simulation of social justice: How games demonstrate health equity

Utilizing geospatial methods to drive health service delivery in the era 
of climate change

Effects of the installation of 52 digital X ray systems across Ghana 
on TB notifications and quality of care:  A mixed method outcome 
evaluation

From principles to practice: a mixed-methods study on research 
integrity and fairness in global health researchin East and Southern 
Africa: A multilevel study

Session

e-poster

e-poster

Lunch Session

Where: Tivoli - Club Nine 

Where:  Screen 5

Where:  Screen 10

Where: Social Impact Factory - Room 1
12:15

13:30

12:15

12:15

Nwanneka Okere
n.okere@kit.nl

Mahdi Abdelwahab
m.abdelwahab@kit.nl

Dinu Abdella
d.abdella@kit.nl

Nima Yaghmaei
n.yaghmaei@kit.nl

Mirjam Bakker
m.bakker@kit.nl

External: Fleur Hierink, and Nicolas Ray from the University of Geneva and Marc van 
den Homberg from The Netherlands Red Cross

External: Joseph Sempa

* Please note: Locations and speaker are subject to change

Sandra Alba
s.alba@kit.nl

Ente Rood
e.rood@kit.nl



Tuesday 21st of November

Reflecting on global health discourse: Towards socially just 
knowledge construction in global health programmes - TropEd

Fighting falsified and substandard medicines: Acting on evidence in 
Indonesia and Afghanistan - Erasmus

Session

Session

Where: Tivoli - Club Nine

Where: Social Impact Factory - Room 2

15:30

15:30

Francine Egberts
f.egberts@kit.nl

Sandra Alba
s.alba@kit.nl

Elisabeth Kleipool
e.kleipool@kit.nl

Nima Yaghmaei
n.yaghmaei@kit.nl

TropEd Externals

A perpetual culture of emergency: A scoping review on access 
to sexual and reproductive healthcare for refugees in camps and 
informal settlements in the WHO European region

Oral presentation Where: Social Impact Factory - Room 1

13:30

Jamilah Sherally
j.sherally@kit.nl

Ensuring mother and child health care in a protracted crisis: 
The experience of Afghanistan

Session Where: Social Impact Factory - Event Space

13:30

Margo van Gurp
m.v.gurp@kit.nl

External: Public health experts Egbert Sondorp and  Nasrat Ansar, and Abdul Majeed 
Siddiqi from HealthNet TPO 



Tuesday 21st of November

Health services supervision in a protracted crisis: A qualitative study 
into supportive supervision practices in South Sudan

Oral presentation Where: Tivoli - Pit

15:30

Margo van Gurp
m.v.gurp@kit.nl

Determinants of Availability of Essential Medication in Public Health 
Facilities in Afghanistan

Oral presentation Where: Social Impact Factory - Room 1

15:30

Harry Coleman
h.coleman@kit.nl

The Dutch post-graduate training in Global Health and Tropical 
Medicine: International stakeholders’ perspectives

Oral presentation Where: Tivoli - Pit

15:30

Jamilah Sherally
j.sherally@kit.nl

Share-Net Interna�onal is the leading knowledge and 
connec�ons pla�orm on sexual and reproduc�ve health and 
rights (SRHR). Our network of experts and member organisa�ons 
combine the strengths of key interna�onal actors, while 
harnessing localised knowledge to promote the development of 
be�er policies and prac�ses in SRHR, including HIV.

Our mission is to build and strengthen links between 
evidence-based research, policy, and prac�se through strategic 
knowledge sharing, genera�on, transla�on, and promo�ons, 
further developing be�er policies and prac�ses in SRHR, 
including HIV. We believe that all people have the freedom of 
choice, are able to make informed decisions, and can access and 
take ac�on on their sexual and reproduc�ve rights and needs.

Find out more about our work!



Wednesday 22nd of November

Subnational burden estimation: Methods/applications for locally 
tailored public health programme planning

When the climate impacts our sexual and reproductive health and 
rights: Linking research, policy and practice

Session

Session

Where:  Tivoli- Grotezaal

Where: Social Impact Factory - Room 3

17:15

10:30

Anke van der Kwaak
a.v.d.kwaak@kit.nl

Christina Mergenthaler
c.mergenthaler@kit.nl

Ente Rood
e.rood@kit.nl

External: Emilie Peeters, Malachi Ochieng Arunda and Judith Brusselmans from the 
ANSER Network.

External: Abdullah Latif from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and Nathaniel 
Henry, Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation

From beriberi to obesity, the changing challenges in nutrition: 
100 years of the Eijkman Medal Foundation

Lunch session Where: Tivoli

The Eijkman Medal Foundation was established on the 1st of October 1923, and has  
awarded 55 medals since then. In 1929 Professor Eijkman received the Nobel Price 
for his pioneering work on Beriberi, a disease caused by thiamine deficiency, and 
demonstrated the importance of vitamins for health. 

We will celebrate the 100th anniversary of the foundation and the role of the 
Netherlands in Global Health research with a short symposium. At the symposium, 
we will addressing how the world has changed since Eijkman, shifting focus from 
malnutrition and infectious diseases in low-and-middle-income countries, to the 
need to consider a broader spectrum of diseases and the emerging challenge of 
overnutrition.

12:15

Jake Mathewson
j.mathewson@kit.nl



Who we are C A S E

C E N T R E  F O R  
A P P L I E D  
S P A T I A L 
E P I D E M I O L O G Y

KIT Royal Tropical Institute established CASE to improve health 
interventions by aligning epidemiological approaches with evidence-
based best practices. We work together with governments, institutes 
and NGOs in low- to middle-income countries, and encourage health 
managers to use available data and spatial analysis techniques to 
improve decision making and more e­ectively deliver health care to all

C A S E

C E N T R E  F O R  
A P P L I E D  
S P A T I A L 
E P I D E M I O L O G Y

(CASE) supports health professionals to make 
data-informed decisions. Our geographic analyses 
provide new opportunities for health managers, 

understand local variations in disease, learn from 
these insights, and prioritise health services 
delivery accordingly. 

From beriberi to obesity, the changing challenges in nutrition: 
100 years of the Eijkman Medal Foundation

Jake Mathewson
j.mathewson@kit.nl



Thursday 23rd of November

"Nothing about me without me": Modalities and conditions for youth 
participation in sexual and reproductive health and rights advocacy in 
Ethiopia, Mali and Mozambique

The Effects of Theatre for a Change and participatory drama-based 
programmes on sexual and reproductive health and rights

Oral presentation

Oral presentation

Where: Social Impact Factory - Room 4

Where: Social Impact Factory - Room 4

8:30

8:30

Hannah Kabelka
h.kabelka@kit.nl

Thursday 23rd of November

Targeted mass drug administration for schistosomiasis in 
north-western Tanzania

Determinants of treatment-seeking behaviour and healthcare 
provider choice in Afghanistan

Oral presentation

Oral presentation

Where: Tivoli - Club Nine

Where: Social Impact Factory - Room 1

8:30

8:30

Jake Mathewson
j.mathewson@kit.nl

Margo van Gurp
m.v.gurp@kit.nl

Assessing health facility preparedness for disaster events in 
Afghanistan: The application of the SAFE-Prep Tool 

Oral presentation Where:  Social Impact Factory - Room 1

8:30

Nima Yaghmaei
n.yaghmaei@kit.nl

External: Charlotte van Tuijl – PhD student on Youth Participation

Marielle Le Mat
m.l.mat@kit.nl



Thursday 23rd of November

Opportunities and challenges in facilitating decision making for 
targeted mass drug administration through geostatistical models, a 
qualitative investigation in Tanzania

Piloting a digital mental health solution in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories

Oral presentation

Oral presentation

Where: Tivoli - Club Nine

Where: Social Impact Factory - Room 2

13:30

13:30

Chantale Lakis
c.lakis@kit.nl

Setting the story straight on drug coverage for NTD control

Porous borders, mobile migrants and malaria elimination: Estimating 
population size and movements of artisanal small scale gold mining 
workers in Suriname and French Guyana

e-poster

e-poster

Where: Screen 3

Where: Screen 4

12:15

12:15

Pierre Pratley
p.pratley@kit.nl

How SRHR integration in medical curricula supports equitable and 
rights-based health around the globe

Curated Session Where: Tivoli - Hertz

13:30

Irene de Vries
i.d.vries@kit.nl

Jake Mathewson
j.mathewson@kit.nl

Anke van der Kwaak
a.v.d.kwaak@kit.nl

Jake Mathewson
j.mathewson@kit.nl

External: Rafal Zadykowicz (WATOG), dr. Ba Sidi Yaya (FORCE), Prisca Zwanikken (KIT 
associate) and Anne Vervoort (NHG seksHAG). 



Thursday 23rd of November

Nima Yaghmaei
n.yaghmaei@kit.nl

Redesigning maternal and newborn health service delivery for you, 
with you: Qualitative methods in human-centered design

Strengthening strategic planning and data for decision making in 
fragile and conflict-affected settings

Comparing performance of Bayesian and spatial lag models for 
predicting subnational tuberculosis positivity rates in Pakistan

Oral presentation

Curated Session

Oral presentation

Where: Tivoli - Pit

Where: Tivoli - Hertz

Where: Tivoli Club Nine

16:15

16:15

15:30

External: Abimbola Olaniran

Chantale Lakis
c.lakis@kit.nl

Sandra Alba
s.alba@kit.nl

Christina Mergenthaler
c.mergenthaler@kit.nl
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Centre for Health Systems in  
Fragile and Conflict Affected Settings



Mirjam Bakker - Senior Advisor
Mirjam Bakker Ph.D. joined KIT in 2000 and she coordinates the epidemiologists 
working at KIT’s health unit. This is also where she applies her extensive 
experience in the use of geographic information systems (GIS) to inform health 
system decision making. 

Eelco Jacobs - Senior Advisor
Eelco Jacobs, MSc, PhD, is a health systems governance, policy-making and 
financing specialist with over 15 years experience in international development. 
He’s worked in the areas of monitoring and evaluation, qualitative and mixed 
methods research, capacity development, programme development and 
management. Eelco is also the Chair of KIT's new ‘Centre for Health Systems 
Strengthening in Fragile and Conflict-affect settings’.

Nwanneka Okere - Advisor
Nwanneka Okere is a public health specialist and researcher with a background 
in pharmacy. She has over seven years experience managing the implementation 
of HIV, TB and Malaria interventions and evaluations in her home country Nigeria 
and leading a HIV implementation research project in Tanzania.

Christina Mergenthaler - Advisor
As an advisor within the epidemiology team, Christina has experience in 
data management, statistical analysis of quantitative data, infectious disease 
epidemiology and control in developing countries. 

Margo van Gurp - Advisor
Margo van Gurp is an epidemiologist with a strong quantitative foundation. She 
specialises in the application of spatial epidemiological techniques to support 
local solutions to global health problems. Her background in health sciences 
allows her to approach public health issues from a scientific, social and biological 
perspective.

Francine Egberts - Advisor
Francine has worked in the field of international development since 2004 and 
has Masters in Communication Science (UvA) and International Development 
(Radboud University). Currently, Francine works as M&E coordinator for the Yes 
I Do Alliance, funded by the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs and covering seven 
countries

Elisabeth Kleipool - Advisor
Elisabeth is an advisor in the Health Systems Strengthening (HSS) team at KIT. 
She has over nine years experience in research, M&E, advisory and capacity 
development projects across different HSS teams such as Human Resources 
for Health, medicine quality and availability, access to care and emergency 
preparedness. Her work has a specific focus on fragile- and conflict affected 
settings. Elisabeth has a background in Global Health (MSc).

m.bakker@kit.nl 

e.jacobs@kit.nl 

n.okere@kit.nl 

c.mergenthaler@kit.nl 

m.v.gurp@kit.nl 

f.egberts@kit.nl 

e.kleipool@kit.nl 

KIT Staff attending ECTHMIH2023



Mahdi Abdelwahab - Advisor
Mahdi Abdelwahab, MSc, MBBCh, is a global health advisor with 10 years' 
expertise in topics like health education, health equity, migrant and refugee 
health, and sexual and reproductive health and rights. He also coordinates the 
course on Control Strategies for Communicable & Non Communicable Diseases.

Nima Yaghmaei - Advisor
Nima Yaghmaei is an epidemiologist focused on innovative data analysis 
approaches and health information strengthening in fragile and conflict-affected 
settings. Nima has a prominent role in expanding KIT’s research on disaster 
epidemiology and preparedness for climate-related and humanitarian crises.

Anke van der Kwaak - Senior Advisor
Anke van der Kwaak is a senior health advisor, trainer and project leader and PhD 
candidate at KIT. She trains and teaches in sexual and reproductive health rights 
and quality of care and is the coordinator of the health system research module.

Sandra Alba - Senior Advisor
Sandra Alba, MSc, PhD, is an epidemiologist with a background in medical 
statistics. She has 15 years' experience in the application of statistical and 
epidemiological methods to evaluate global health programmes.

Dinu Abdella - Advisor
Dinu Abdella is a development optimist inspired by social sciences with 15 years 
experience in the field of international development, health systems and services, 
gender and, in particular, sexual and reproductive health and rights.

Jake Mathewson - Advisor
Jake Mathewson MSc, is an epidemiologist with a background in critical care 
nursing and a strong foundation in infectious disease control in low-resource and 
conflict-affected settings.  

Jamilah Sherally - Advisor
Jamilah trained as a medical doctor in Global Health and Tropical Medicine and 
holds a master’s in international health as well as a teaching degree. After her 
post-graduate training in the Netherlands, she worked with different international 
organisations in low-resource settings. She combines her work at KIT with a PhD 
on the sexual and reproductive health of refugee women on Lesbos, Greece

Ente Rood - Advisor
Ente Rood, Ph.D., is an epidemiologist at KIT Royal Tropical Institute and one 
of the founders of the KIT Centre for Applied Spatial Epidemiology. Ente’s work 
focuses on the development of methods and statistical approaches to predict 
the geographic distributions of disease and to compare spatial patterns of public 
health needs to geographic patterns of health service delivery.

m.abdelwahab@kit.nl 

n.yaghmaei@kit.nl 

a.v.d.kwaak@kit.nl 

s.alba@kit.nl 

d.abdella@kit.nl 

j.mathewson@kit.nl 

j.sherally@kit.nl 

e.rood@kit.nl 



Hannah Kabelka - Advisor
Hannah Kabelka MA, is a sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) and 
education researcher, advisor and learning facilitator dedicated to addressing 
social injustices and fostering sustainable change for better quality education 
and improved SRHR for all people.

Mayada El-Zoghbi - Managing Director Knowledge Unit
Mayada El-Zoghbi is an economic development expert with over 20 years of 
leadership experience focusing on inclusion and market systems development. 
She has published extensively on inclusive finance and a myriad of other topics 
in economic development and is a regular speaker at international conferences 
& events.

Irene de Vries - Advisor
Irene de Vries is a physician global health and tropical medicine (AIGT) and 
a medical anthropologist/sociologist. Following her clinical years in the 
Netherlands, Caribbean and Zambia her current work within KIT’s SRHR team 
focuses on global maternal newborn and child health, safe abortion and 
strengthening health care providers’ role & contributions to advocacy and 
public health issues.  

Ingrid Zuleta - Advisor
Ingrid Zuleta is a medical doctor specialized in Global Health programming with 
over 10 years of experience. She developed her clinical expertise in the health 
care systems of Colombia and Argentina. Ingrid manages monitoring, evaluation 
and learning processes of global health programmes, and mixed-methods 
research on NTDs, and sexual and reproductive health and rights in the African 
continent. 

Pierre Pratley - Senior Advisor
Dr. Pierre Pratley is a senior advisor in health systems strengthening. 
In his capacity at KIT, he leads and evaluates projects aimed at leveraging the 
breadth and depth of Health Systems Strengthening to reduce health inequities.

Chantale Al Lakis - Advisor
Chantale Al Lakis is an epidemiologist with several years' experience practicing 
in different geographical areas. She has designed, implemented, and managed 
monitoring and evaluation systems for programmes and projects in the field of 
mental health, Tuberculosis, mother and child health and many more relevant 
public health themes.

Henri van Eeghen - CEO KIT 
Henri van Eeghen has been CEO of the Royal Tropical Institute since January 1 
of this year. Henri is a connector in heart and soul with extensive international 
experience in business and the not-for-profit sector.

h.kabelka@kit.nl 

m.el.zoghbi
@kit.nl 

i.d.vries@kit.nl 

i.zuleta@kit.nl 

p.pratley@kit.nl 

c.lakis@kit.nl 

h.v.eeghen@kit.nl 



Maarten van den Berg - Head of Marketing Communications
Maarten van den Berg is a marketing communications professional with more 
than twenty years of experience leading teams and campaigns in the international 
cooperation sector. 

Harry Coleman - Advisor
Harry completed his master’s degree (MSc.) in Global Health from Vrije 
Universiteit Amsterdam, where he is currently finishing a PhD.
Harry is involved with KIT’s portfolio of health financing projects, and also looking 
at research and learning within ASCEND (Accelerating Sustainable Control and 
Elimination of Neglected Tropical Diseases)

m.v.d.berg@kit.nl 

h.coleman
@kit.nl

Laurens Nijzink - Press officer
Laurens Nijzink is press officer at KIT. His communication work is mainly focused 
on KIT’s Knowledge Unit. He is trained as an anthropologist and did research 
in several West-African countries. Thereafter he turned towards journalism and 
acquired extensive experience producing written, audio and audio-visual stories. l.nijzink@kit.nl 



KIT Royal Tropical Institute will host its Power of Knowledge annual 
conference in partnership with ECTMIH. The topic for this year’s 
discussion will be ‘Enacting climate action and response through 
meaningful partnerships.’

��������������������������������������������������������������������

AT
ECTMIH 

2023

We look forward to welcoming attendees of ECTMIH 2023 for the second edition of 
our annual Power of Knowledge conference at KIT in Amsterdam. At this ECTMIH 
post-conference event, we will continue the discussion on climate action with a focus 
on meaningful partnerships.

You will explore the role companies and organisations play in climate action and 
response efforts, and how we can achieve climate justice through bold and equitable 
partnerships. The panel will be hosted by inspirational speakers, who will identify 
frequently faced challenges and share examples of solutions. This will be followed by 
group work to develop ideas for position papers, and close with networking over tea 
and coffee.

To ensure inclusivity, you can join the panel discussion either online or 
in-person from 10:00 to 12:00. If you are in Amsterdam we would also like to invite 
you to accompany us on the ‘Witness in Stone’ tour of our building.

Non-delegates are also welcome to join the symposium.

Practical information
When: Friday 24 November
Panel discussion: 10:00 to 12:00
Witness in Stone Tour: Between at 09:00 or 12:20
(To allow the participants to make the most of the tour we will host two groups of 30 
people)
Where: KIT Mauritskade 64, 1092 AD, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Cost: Free 

ONLINE TOUR



ONLINE TOUR

Join the 'Witness in Stone' tour
We will host one tour before the conference at 09:00. And another tour after the 
conference, at 1220. This tour critically examines the colonial history of KIT through a 
review of 14 works of art in and around KIT's building in Amsterdam.

Witness in Stone is an initiative aimed at decolonisation, and will provide a glimpse 
into KIT’s colonial history and our decolonisation efforts.



Follow us on social media
      100KIT
      KIT Royal Tropical Institute
      KIT Royal Tropical Institute

www.kit.nl

Scan the QR code to learn more 
about our work!

Based at a national heritage site in Amsterdam,  KIT 
Royal Tropical Institute is an independent centre  of 
expertise, education  and hospitality dedicated to 
sustainable development. Guided by the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations, we 
assist governments, NGOs, and private corporations 
around the world to build inclusive and sustainable 
societies. 

Our experts provide research, advisory and 
training services focusing on global health, 
economic development, gender and intercultural 
communication. Our campus houses an education centre, 
including a graduate school in global health,  and  is 
one of the city's prime hospitality venues, comprising 
an eco-friendly hotel, and complementary conference 
and events facilities. We are also home to SDG House: 
a thriving community of sustainability experts, social 
entrepreneurs and NGOs with a membership of more 
than 70 organisations.

About KIT

Contact us!
communication@kit.nl

Press contact:
Laurens Nijzink, l.nijzink@kit.nl

KIT's building in Amsterdam

Our booth is open from 08:30 - 18:00


